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Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979  

Article 10  

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in order to ensure 

to them equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of 

men and women:  

(a) The same conditions for career and vocational guidance, for access to studies and for the achievement of 

diplomas in educational establishments of all categories in rural as well as in urban areas; this equality shall be 

ensured in pre-school, general, technical, professional and higher technical education, as well as in all types of 

vocational training;  

(b) Access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with qualifications of the same 

standard and school premises and equipment of the same quality;  

(c) The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and women at all levels and in all forms of 

education by encouraging coeducation and other types of education which will help to achieve this aim and, in 

particular, by the revision of textbooks and school programmes and the adaptation of teaching methods;  

(d) The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants;  

(e) The same opportunities for access to programmes of continuing education, including adult and functional 

literacy programmes, particularly those aimed at reducing, at the earliest possible time, any gap in education 

existing between men and women;  

(f) The reduction of female student drop-out rates and the organisation of programmes for girls and women 

who have left school prematurely;  

(g) The same Opportunities to participate actively in sports and physical education;  

(h) Access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and well-being of families, including 

information and advice on family planning. 

General Recommendation 28: The Core Obligations of States Parties under Article 2 of the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

3. The Convention is part of a comprehensive international human rights legal framework directed at ensuring 

the enjoyment by all of all human rights and at eliminating all forms of discrimination against women on the 

basis of sex and gender. 

 

13. Article 2 is not limited to the prohibition of discrimination against women caused directly or indirectly by 

States parties. Article 2 also imposes a due diligence obligation on States parties to prevent discrimination by 

private actors. In some cases, a private actor’s acts or omission of acts may be attributed to the State under 

international law. States parties are thus obliged to ensure that private actors do not engage in discrimination 

against women as defined in the Convention. The appropriate measures that States parties are obliged to take 

include the regulation of the activities of private actors with regard to education, employment and health 

policies and practices, working conditions and work standards, and other areas in which private actors provide 

services or facilities, such as banking and housing. 

 

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G10/472/60/PDF/G1047260.pdf?OpenElement
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21. States parties in particular are obliged to promote the equal rights of girls since girls are part of the larger 

community of women and are more vulnerable to discrimination in such areas as access to basic education, 

trafficking, maltreatment, exploitation and violence. All these situations of discrimination are aggravated when 

the victims are adolescents. Therefore, States shall pay attention to the specific needs of (adolescent) girls by 

providing education on sexual and reproductive health and carrying out programmes that are aimed at the 

prevention of HIV/AIDS, sexual exploitation and teenage pregnancy. 

 

36. Subparagraph (e) establishes an obligation of States parties to eliminate discrimination by any public or 

private actor. The types of measures that might be considered appropriate in this respect are not limited to 

constitutional or legislative measures. States parties should also adopt measures that ensure the practical 

realization of the elimination of discrimination against women and women’s equality with men. This includes 

measures that: ensure that women are able to make complaints about violations of their rights under the 

Convention and have access to effective remedies; enable women to be actively involved in the formulation 

and implementation of measures; ensure Government accountability domestically; promote education and 

support for the goals of the Convention throughout the education system and in the community; encourage 

the work of human rights and women’s non-governmental organizations; establish the necessary national 

human rights institutions or other machineries; and provide adequate administrative and financial support to 

ensure that the measures adopted make a real difference in women’s lives in practice. The obligations 

incumbent upon States parties that require them to establish legal protection of the rights of women on an 

equal basis with men, ensure through competent national tribunals and other public institutions the effective 

protection of women against any act of discrimination and take all appropriate measures to eliminate 

discrimination against women by any person, organization or enterprise also extend to acts of national 

corporations operating extraterritorially. 

 

 

General recommendation No. 25 on Temporary special measures 

 

General recommendation No. 36 on girls’ and women’s right to education 

 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966  

Article 2 

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present 

Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as … sex… or other status.  

 

Article 13 

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognise the right of everyone to education. 

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization of this 

right: 

(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all; 

(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall be 

made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive 

introduction of free education; 

(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate 

means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education; 

… 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/recommendations/General%20recommendation%2025%20(English).pdf
http://www.right-to-education.org/resource/general-recommendation-no-36-girls-and-women-s-right-education
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General Comment 13: the Right to Education, 1999 

16. …the right to TVE includes the following aspects: 

(e) It consists, in the context of the Covenant’s non-discrimination and equality provisions, of programmes 

which promote the TVE of women, girls … and other disadvantaged groups. 

31. The prohibition against discrimination enshrined in article 2 (2) of the Covenant is subject to neither 

progressive realization nor the availability of resources; it applies fully and immediately to all aspects of 

education and encompasses all internationally prohibited grounds of discrimination. The Committee interprets 

articles 2 (2) and 3 in the light of the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education, the relevant 

provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child and the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (Convention No. 169), and wishes to 

draw particular attention to the following issues. 

 

32. The adoption of temporary special measures intended to bring about de facto equality for men and women 

and for disadvantaged groups is not a violation of the right to non-discrimination with regard to education, so 

long as such measures do not lead to the maintenance of unequal or separate standards for different groups, 

and provided they are not continued after the objectives for which they were taken have been achieved. 

37. States parties must closely monitor education - including all relevant policies, institutions, programmes, 

spending patterns and other practices - so as to identify and take measures to redress any de facto 

discrimination. Educational data should be disaggregated by the prohibited grounds of discrimination. 

50. In relation to article 13 (2), States have obligations to respect, protect and fulfil each of the “essential 

features” (availability, accessibility, acceptability, adaptability) of the right to education. By way of illustration, 

a State must … protect the accessibility of education by ensuring that third parties, including parents and 

employers, do not stop girls from going to school; 

55. States parties have an obligation to ensure that communities and families are not dependent on child 

labour. The Committee especially affirms the importance of education in eliminating child labour and the 

obligations set out in article 7 (2) of the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (Convention No. 182). 

Additionally, given article 2 (2), States parties are obliged to remove gender and other stereotyping which 

impedes the educational access of girls, women and other disadvantaged groups. 

 
 

 
General Comment 16: The equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social 
and cultural rights 

4. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) has taken particular note of factors 

negatively affecting the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights 

in many of its general comments, including those on … the right to education… The Committee also routinely 

requests information on the equal enjoyment by men and women of the rights guaranteed under the Covenant 

in its list of issues in relation to States parties’ reports and during its dialogue with States parties. 

 

21. The obligation to fulfill requires States parties to take steps to ensure that in practice, men and women 

enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights on a basis of equality. Such steps should include: … 

Integration in formal and non-formal education of the principle of the equal right of men and women to the 

enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, and promotion of equal participation of men and women, 

boys and girls, in schools and other education programmes. 

 

http://www.right-to-education.org/sites/right-to-education.org/files/resource-attachments/CESCR_General_Comment_13_en.pdf
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30. Article 13 (1) of the Covenant requires States parties to recognize the right of everyone to education and in 

13(2) (a), that primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all. Implementing article 3 in 

relation to article 13 requires, inter alia, the adoption of legislation and policies to ensure the same admissions 

criteria for boys and girls in all levels of education. States parties should ensure, in particular through 

information and awareness raising campaigns, that families desist from giving preferential treatment to boys in 

sending their children to school, and that curricula promote equality and non-discrimination. States parties 

must create favourable conditions to ensure the safety of children, in particular girls, on their way to and from 

school. 

 

 

 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989 

Article 2 

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within 

their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal 

guardian's … sex … or other status. 

Article 28 

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right 

progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular: 

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all; 

(b) Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, including general and vocational 

education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the 

introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need; 

(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means; 

(d) Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and accessible to all children; 

… 

Article 29 

1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to: 

(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace, 

tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and 

persons of indigenous origin; 

 

CRC General Comment 1: The Aims of Education, 2001 

10. Discrimination on the basis of any of the grounds listed in article 2 of the Convention, whether it is overt or 

hidden, offends the human dignity of the child and is capable of undermining or even destroying the capacity 

http://www.right-to-education.org/sites/right-to-education.org/files/resource-attachments/CRC_General_Comment_1_en.pdf
http://www.right-to-education.org/sites/right-to-education.org/files/resource-attachments/CRC_General_Comment_1_en.pdf
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of the child to benefit from educational opportunities. While denying a child's access to educational 

opportunities is primarily a matter which relates to article 28 of the Convention, there are many ways in which 

failure to comply with the principles contained in article 29 (1) can have a similar effect. To take an extreme 

example, gender discrimination can be reinforced by practices such as a curriculum which is inconsistent with 

the principles of gender equality, by arrangements which limit the benefits girls can obtain from the 

educational opportunities offered, and by unsafe or unfriendly environments which discourage girls' 

participation. Discrimination against children with disabilities is also pervasive in many formal educational 

systems and in a great many informal educational settings, including in the home. Children with HIV/AIDS are 

also heavily discriminated against in both settings. All such discriminatory practices are in direct contradiction 

with the requirements in article 29 (1) (a) that education be directed to the development of the child's 

personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.  

 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966 

Article 2 

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its 

territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any 

kind, such as … sex… or other status. 

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State Party to the present 

Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with the 

provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to 

the rights recognized in the present Covenant.  

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:  

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are violated shall have an 

effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by persons acting in an official 

capacity;  

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto determined by competent 

judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other competent authority provided for by the legal 

system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy;  

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when granted. 

Article 3   

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the 

enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the present Covenant.   

Article 24   

1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, national or social 

origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of protection as are required by his status as a minor, on 

the part of his family, society and the State.  

Article 25   

 Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions mentioned in article 2 

and without unreasonable restrictions:  

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.  
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Article 26  

All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to the equal protection of the 

law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective 

protection against discrimination on any ground such as … sex … or other status. 

ICCP General Comment 28: Equality of rights between men and women (Article 3), 2000 

15. As regards articles 7 and 10, States parties must provide all information relevant to ensuring that the rights 

of persons deprived of their liberty are protected on equal terms for men and women. …. States parties should 

also report about compliance with the rule that accused juvenile females shall be separated from adults and on 

any difference in treatment between male and female persons deprived of liberty, such as access to 

rehabilitation and education programmes and to conjugal and family visits... 

28. The obligation of States parties to protect children (art. 24) should be carried out equally for boys and girls. 

States parties should report on measures taken to ensure that girls are treated equally to boys in education, in 

feeding and in health care, and provide the Committee with disaggregated data in this respect. States parties 

should eradicate, both through legislation and any other appropriate measures, all cultural or religious 

practices which jeopardize the freedom and well-being of female children. 

31. The right to equality before the law and freedom from discrimination, protected by article 26, requires 
States to act against discrimination by public and private agencies in all fields. ... States parties should review 
their legislation and practices and take the lead in implementing all measures necessary to eliminate 
discrimination against women in all fields, for example by prohibiting discrimination by private actors in areas 
such as employment, education, political activities and the provision of accommodation, goods and services. 
States parties should report on all these measures and provide information on the remedies available to 
victims of such discrimination. 

 

UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education, 1960 

Article 1  

1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term `discrimination' includes any distinction, exclusion, limitation 

or preference which, being based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 

social origin, economic condition or birth, has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing equality of 

treatment in education and in particular: 

(a) Of depriving any person or group of persons of access to education of any type or at any level;  

(b) Of limiting any person or group of persons to education of an inferior standard;  

(c) Subject to the provisions of Article 2 of this Convention, of establishing or maintaining separate educational 

systems or institutions for persons or groups of persons; or  

(d) Of inflicting on any person or group of persons conditions which are in-compatible with the dignity of man.  

2. For the purposes of this Convention, the term `education' refers to all types and levels of education, and 

includes access to education, the standard and quality of education, and the conditions under which it is given.  

 

Article 2  

When permitted in a State, the following situations shall not be deemed to constitute discrimination, within 

the meaning of Article 1 of this Convention:  

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/1_Global/CCPR_C_21_Rev-1_Add-10_6619_E.pdf
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(a) The establishment or maintenance of separate educational systems or institutions for pupils of the two 

sexes, if these systems or institutions offer equivalent access to education, provide a teaching staff with 

qualifications of the same standard as well as school premises and equipment of the same quality, and afford 

the opportunity to take the same or equivalent courses of study;  

 

Article 3  

In order to eliminate and prevent discrimination within the meaning of this Convention, the States Parties 

thereto undertake:  

(a) To abrogate any statutory provisions and any administrative instructions and to discontinue any 

administrative practices which involve discrimination in education;  

(b) To ensure, by legislation where necessary, that there is no discrimination in the admission of pupils to 

educational institutions;  

(c) Not to allow any differences of treatment by the public authorities between nationals, except on the basis 

of merit or need, in the matter of school fees and the grant of scholarships or other forms of assistance to 

pupils and necessary permits and facilities for the pursuit of studies in foreign countries ;  

(d) Not to allow, in any form of assistance granted by the public authorities to educational institutions, any 

restrictions or preference based solely on the ground that pupils belong to a particular group;  

(e) To give foreign nationals resident within their territory the same access to education as that given to their 

own nationals.  

 

Article 4  

The States Parties to this Convention undertake furthermore to formulate, develop and apply a national policy 

which, by methods appropriate to the circumstances and to national usage, will tend to promote equality of 

opportunity and of treatment in the matter of education and in particular:  

(a) To make primary education free and compulsory; make secondary education in its different forms generally 

available and accessible to all; make higher education equally accessible to all on the basis of individual 

capacity; assure compliance by all with the obligation to attend school prescribed by law;  

(b) To ensure that the standards of education are equivalent in all public educational institutions of the same 

level, and that the conditions relating to the quality of the education provided are also equivalent;  

(c) To encourage and intensify by appropriate methods the education of persons who have not received any 

primary education or who have not completed the entire primary education course and the continuation of 

their education on the basis of individual capacity;  

(d) To provide training for the teaching profession without discrimination.  

 

African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, 1981 

Article 2 

Every individual shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed in 

the present Charter without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or any other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status. 

Article 17 

1. Every individual shall have the right to education. 



9 

 

 

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990 

Article 11 - Education  

1. Every child shall have the right to an education. 

3. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving the full 

realisation of this right and shall in particular: 

(e) take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to 

education for all sections of the community. 

6. States Parties to the present Charter shall have all appropriate measures to ensure that children who 

become pregnant before completing their education shall have an opportunity to continue with their 

education on the basis of their individual ability. 

 

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women  

in Africa, 2003 

Article 12 - Right to Education and Training  

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:  

a) eliminate all forms of discrimination against women and guarantee equal opportunity and access in the 

sphere of education and training;  

b) eliminate all stereotypes in textbooks, syllabuses and the media, that perpetuate such discrimination;  

c) protect women, especially the girl-child from all forms of abuse, including sexual harassment in schools 

and other educational institutions and provide for sanctions against the perpetrators of such practices;  

d) provide access to counselling and rehabilitation services to women who suffer abuses and sexual 

harassment;  

e) integrate gender sensitisation and human rights education at all levels of education curricula including 

teacher training.  

2. States Parties shall take specific positive action to:  

a) promote literacy among women;  

b) promote education and training for women at all levels and in all disciplines, particularly in the fields of 

science and technology;  

c) promote the enrolment and retention of girls in schools and other training institutions and the 

organisation of programmes for women who leave school prematurely. 

 

African Youth Charter, 2006 

Article 13 - Education and Skills Development  

1. Every young person shall have the right to education of good quality.  
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3. The education of young people shall be directed to:  

f) The development of life skills to function effectively in society and include issues such as HIV/AIDS, 

reproductive health, substance abuse prevention and cultural practices that are harmful to the health of young 

girls and women as part of the education curricula;  

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right and 

shall, in particular:  

h) Ensure, where applicable, that girls and young women who become pregnant or married before completing 

their education shall have the opportunity to continue their education;  

l) Introduce scholarship and bursary programmes to encourage entry into post-primary school education and 

into higher education outstanding youth from disadvantaged communities, especially young girls;  

m) Establish and encourage participation of all young men and young women in sport, cultural and recreational 

activities as part of holistic development;  

 

European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, 

1948 and its first protocol, 1952 

Article 14 

The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Convention shall be secured without discrimination 

on any ground such as sex  … or other status. 

 

Optional Protocol 1 

Article 2 - Right to education 

No person shall be denied the right to education… 

 

Optional Protocol 12 

Article 1 – General prohibition of discrimination 

1 The enjoyment of any right set forth by law shall be secured without discrimination on any ground such as 

sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a 

national minority, property, birth or other status. 

2 No one shall be discriminated against by any public authority on any ground such as those mentioned in 

paragraph 1. 

 

 

European Social Charter (revised), 1996 

Article E – Non-discrimination 

The enjoyment of the rights set forth in this Charter shall be secured without discrimination on any ground 

such as … sex, … or other status. 
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Article 7 – The right of children and young persons to protection 

With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to protection, the 
Parties undertake: 

1. to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 15 years, subject to exceptions for 
children employed in prescribed light work without harm to their health, morals or education; 

3. to provide that persons who are still subject to compulsory education shall not be employed in such work as 
would deprive them of the full benefit of their education; 

4. to provide that the working hours of persons under 18 years of age shall be limited in accordance with the 
needs of their development, and particularly with their need for vocational training; 

6. to provide that the time spent by young persons in vocational training during the normal working hours with 
the consent of the employer shall be treated as forming part of the working day; 
 

Article 10 - the right to vocational training  

1. With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to 

provide or promote, as necessary, the technical and vocational training of all persons, including the 

handicapped, in consultation with employers' and workers' organisations, and to grant facilities for access to 

higher technical and university education, based solely on individual aptitude; 

2. With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to 

provide or promote a system of apprenticeship and other systematic arrangements for training young boys 

and girls in their various employments; 

3. With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to 

provide or promote, as necessary: 

a. adequate and readily available training facilities for adult workers; 

b. special facilities for the re–training of adult workers needed as a result of technological development or new 

trends in employment; 

4. With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to 

provide or promote, as necessary, special measures for the retraining and reintegration of the long-term 

unemployed; 

5. With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to 

encourage the full utilisation of the facilities provided by appropriate measures such as: 

a. reducing or abolishing any fees or charges; 

b. granting financial assistance in appropriate cases; 

c. including in the normal working hours’ time spent on supplementary training taken by the worker, at the 

request of his employer, during employment; 

d. ensuring, through adequate supervision, in consultation with the employers' and workers' organisations, the 

efficiency of apprenticeship and other training arrangements for young workers, and the adequate protection 

of young workers generally. 



12 

 

Article 17 – The Right of Children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection 

With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to grow up in an 
environment which encourages the full development of their personality and of their physical and mental 
capacities, the Parties undertake, either directly or in co-operation with public and private organisations, 
to take all appropriate and necessary measures designed: 

1.   
a. to ensure that children and young persons, taking account of the rights and duties of 

their parents, have the care, the assistance, the education and the training they need, in 
particular by providing for the establishment or maintenance of institutions and services 
sufficient and adequate for this purpose; 
(…) 
 

2. to provide to children and young persons a free primary and secondary education as well as to 
encourage regular attendance at schools. 

 

 

Recommendation on gender mainstreaming in education, 2007 

 
Full text of the Recommendation. 

 

European Charter on Fundamental Freedoms, 2000 

Article 14- Right to education 

1. Everyone has the right to education and to have access to vocational and continuing training. 

Article 23-Equality between men and women 

Equality between men and women must be ensured in all areas, including employment, work and pay. 

The principle of equality shall not prevent the maintenance or adoption of measures providing for specific 

advantages in favour of the under-represented sex. 

 

Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights, Protocol of San 

Salvador, 1988  

 

Article 13 - Right to Education 

1. Everyone has the right to education. 

Article 16 - Rights of Children 

Every child has the right to free and compulsory education, at least in the elementary phase, and to continue 

his training at higher levels of the educational system. 

 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1194631&Site=CM
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1194631&Site=CM
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-52.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-52.html
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Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001 

Article 16 

Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and 

alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To achieve these ends, it is 

essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and 

minorities. 

 

Arab Charter on Human Rights, 2004  

Article 41  

 1.  The eradication of illiteracy is a binding obligation upon the State and everyone has the right to 

education.   

 2.  The States parties shall guarantee their citizens free education at least throughout the primary 

and basic levels. All forms and levels of primary education shall be compulsory and accessible to all 

without discrimination of any kind.  

 3.  The States parties shall take appropriate measures in all domains to ensure partnership between 

men and women with a view to achieving national development goals.  

 4.  The States parties shall guarantee to provide education directed to the full development of the 

human person and to strengthening respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

 5.  The States parties shall endeavour to incorporate the principles of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms into formal and informal education curricula and educational and training programmes.  

6. The States parties shall guarantee the establishment of the mechanisms necessary to provide on-

going education for every citizen and shall develop national plans for adult education. 

 

 

ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, 2011 
 

Article 31  

(1) Every person has the right to education. 

 

http://www.oas.org/charter/docs/resolution1_en_p4.htm
http://www.acihl.org/res/Arab_Charter_on_Human_Rights_2004.pdf
http://www.acihl.org/res/Arab_Charter_on_Human_Rights_2004.pdf

